[bookmark: _1jkmhf8nmk9e]YouTube Video Checklist: Successful Youtube Seo
[bookmark: _hz1irx46rh2j]1. Optimize Your Videos Around Trending Keywords
It’s no secret that YouTube SEO is HUGE.

The only problem is: Most keywords on YouTube are super competitive. And if you have a small channel, it’s going to be tough to rank above the big guys.

Fortunately, there’s a simple solution to this issue: optimize your videos around new, trending keywords.

Here’s how:

· First, type a topic idea into YouTube.
· Then, take a look at the keywords that YouTube suggests to you.
· These are all keywords that people are searching for right now on YouTube.(Which means they’re not super competitive yet.)
· You can use Youtube SEO tools such as YT Cockpit or Keyword Tool to run your research



[bookmark: _y50cq8hg1sdf]2. Promote Upcoming Videos In a Community Post

The YouTube Community Tab is an underrated place to promote your upcoming videos.
All you need to do is create a post that explains WHY people should look forward to your video. Then, preview what that video will cover.
[bookmark: _wd4dt3iyubwt]3. Try "The Sequel Technique"
The Sequel Technique is a new strategy designed to help you get more views from “Suggested Video”.
First, find a popular video in your niche. 
Second, take what’s good about that video… and make it even better.
You can improve the original video’s:
· Graphics and animation
· Audio quality
· Pacing
· Overall video content quality
· Content delivery
· Lots more
Basically: do anything you can to create a video that’s 5-10x better than the popular video.
Last up, optimize your video using some of the same keywords that the popular video uses.
So as long as those keywords accurately describe your video’s content, you want to use those terms in the video title, description, and YouTube tags.
Why?
YouTube wants to show related videos in the Suggested Video section.
And when your video metadata is super similar to a popular video, you have a good chance of your video showing up next to that popular video.
[bookmark: _6opjcap2oskv]4. Use Your Channel’s Built-In Promotion Tools
YouTube gives every channel three free video promotion tools?
Unfortunately, most people don’t take advantage of these awesome tools.
So if you’re looking for an easy way to promote your YouTube video, make sure to spend a few minutes with these three features.
· YouTube End Screens: These are a GREAT way to feature other great videos from your channel… and boost your subscriber count.
· Cards: YouTube cards aren’t as powerful as End Screens. But they are a great way to send people to some of your best content.
· Branding Watermark: Lets you add a subscribe button to every single video.
· [bookmark: _d5ussx9t4epn]Upload Video Subtitles: It allows both YouTube and Google to know the text spoken in your video and crawl and categorize your video accordingly.

[bookmark: _jxnih7snp6ra]5. Promote Your Videos On Forums and Q&A Sites

Forums, Reddit and Q&A sites (like Quora) are some of the best places to promote your videos.
Why?
People visit these types of sites for two main reasons:
1. To see new content
2. To get their questions answered
And your video can help with both of these things.
Your first step is to find places where followers go to find new content about the topic like Paleo Diet (like the r/paleo subreddit).
Then, share your video with that group.
You don’t want to just drop a link to your video. Make sure to write a full post that outlines what the community could learn from your video. And hang out to answer questions and participate in the discussion.
You can also use your video as a way to answer questions on Quora.
Just search for open questions on your video’s topic:
Then, answer the person’s question. Finally, embed your video at the end of your answer in case people want to learn more.

[bookmark: _spwbp555z8zu]6. Share Your Videos On Social Media With "The Preview"

Social media is still one of the best ways to promote new YouTube videos.
This is why I always share my new videos with my followers on Facebook (Profile, Group share)Twitter, LinkedIn (Group share), Instagram, Pinterest, Digg, BoredPanda, Medium, Your Blog/Website.
First, grab a 30-60 second clip of your video. This clip should be able to stand on its own. For example, your clip can be a tip from your video or a funny moment that represents your video.
Then, share that clip on social media as a video post. 
Finally, link to the full video on YouTube as the first comment:
Because your post isn’t just a link to YouTube, it can get GREAT reach.
And if your clip is good, it will entice people to want to see your entire video… which they can easily do thanks to the link in the comments section.
[bookmark: _1rmoco1kjm7f]7. Send Your Video to Email Subscribers
Promoting YouTube videos on social media is great.
But if you want to get the most amount of eyeballs on your video, NOTHING beats email.
Here’s how to do it:
First, write an enticing newsletter email that describes why your video’s topic is important.
Then, transition into how your video can help people… and link to your video:
Now, there are two ways to link to your YouTube video from your newsletter:
1. Send people a link directly to the YouTube watch page.
2. Embed your video in a blog post. And send people to that blog post.
Personally, I send people directly to my video on YouTube.
That way, I maximize my views, comments, subscribers and other engagement signals that YouTube pays attention to.
[bookmark: _1j7bo7v9twyh]Re-Optimize Old Videos
Most people upload a video to YouTube, reply to comments for a few days, and never look at that video again.
Well, one of the best ways to get more views is to re-optimize old YouTube content that’s collecting dust.
That said, you can still change the video’s:
· Title: Include your keyword in the video title, but keep it entirely relevant as well.
· Description: Your video description should be at least 250 words long.
· Tags: Video tags are nothing but keywords – so use a few of them to let YouTube know what your video is about
· Thumbnails: It is more useful for you to upload a custom video thumbnail because it will make your entire video more attractive when people stumble upon it in YouTube search results or recommended videos section.
[bookmark: _s2762n5tyn53] Collaborate With Other Channels
This is like guest posting… but for YouTube.
So, find a channel in your niche that’s about your size (or slightly bigger).
Then, create an amazing video for that channel.
This simple approach can get your channel in front of thousands of new people. And because publishing a video on another channel is an implied endorsement, these people are super likely to subscribe to your channel.
The key to a successful “collab” is to have a specific idea in mind BEFORE you reach out.
In other words, you want to send the channel that you want to collab with:
· Reasons why they should collab with you
· What type of video you’ll create for their channel
· Why their audience will love your video
· A timeline of when you’ll send your guest video
Big channels get bombarded with requests all day long. So when you send a pitch that emphasizes what they get out of the collaboration, you have a good chance of getting a “yes”.

[bookmark: _j0ef69aoklq6]
[bookmark: _sy6rc6wifel3]Directly Ask Viewers to Subscribe
This is one of the easiest ways to get more subscribers from every video.
All you need to do here is directly ask viewers to subscribe to your channel.
[image: ]
Pro Tip: Ask your audience to subscribe AND hit the bell icon. When they do, they’ll get a notification when you publish a new video.
[bookmark: _1472horvillj]Boost Your Video’s Average View Duration
Increasing your view duration is a GREAT way to promote your YouTube video.
[bookmark: _cas1wzschulk]Promote Your YouTube Channel On Other Platforms
In other words: Promote your YouTube channel on your own blog On other blogs (via guest posts).
[bookmark: _5qwk0jcp4uzw]Write Helpful Comments On Other Channels
[bookmark: _h4b2bzi7hr9w]Add New Videos To Playlists

[bookmark: _3d4eqmp3e8su]What To Do After Publishing
Once you have published and optimized your video, it is on you to make the most of it. Here are some tips to keep in mind with regard to this:
· Reply to all new comments within the first 48 hours. Keep your notification on for comments by adjusting your account settings.
· Increase your video’s visibility by embedding it in blog posts (yours or guest posts you may publish on other websites). To embed a YouTube video in a WordPress blog post, copy the URL of the video and paste it as a line of its own in the blog post.
· Promote your video. Share your video on your social media pages, and send it via email to your subscribers, partners, clients, friends, and forums like Quora (but make sure you do this only on relevant topics).
· Be consistent. It is far better to post many videos over a larger amount of time rather than posting all of them at once.
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